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NO PROTEST RELElvED

internal Revenue Service

Department of the Treasury Releagetcopies o District
. ae__ 4/
S Surna
Washington, DC 20224 . me,
Person to Contact: _
Telephone Number: _
Refer Reply to: ' “'I?‘CP:E:EO:T:5 )
DO: - :
DO: - Baltimore oate: AN 28 1986

Dear Applicant:

This is in reply to your application for iecognition of
exemption under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

You were incorporated as a membership crganization to
promote the game of organized amateur soccer and to establish
and maintain a gualified corps of recreational and high school
referees for the uniform interpretation and application of the ‘-
rules of the game, and to engage in any other lawful activity
which promotes this primary purpose. Active members of your :
organization are persons who maintain current cartification from .
USSF and/or VHSL, pay dues, &nd agree to abide iv other rules -
and standards of conduct set forth in your bylgws.

- e o

Your application states that since your incorporation in

. you have engaged in providing United States Soccaer
rederation Certified Officials to officiate amateur soccer
matches in the _ area of from
among your membership. You also conduct clinice to train and
certify your members as referees, and provide schedulers to
schedule matches and assign referees for matches held by the
soccer organizations which contract with you. Soccer leagues
and conferences negotiate with you and pay a per-game fee for
the referee service you provide. You remit these fees to the
member(s) who officiate these gamaes after you deduct a
percentage as a booking fee to cover your administrative
expenses. '

Section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code provides for
the exemption from federal income tax for organizations
described in section 501(c)(3). Section 501(c)(3) describes
organizations which are organized and operated exclusively for

religious, charitable, scientific,
literary, or educational purposes,
international amateur sports compe
activities involve the provision o
part of the net earifings of which
private shareholder dr individual,

Saction 1.501{c)(3)-1(4)(2)
that the term charitable is used i

testing foif public safety,

or to foster national or
+ition (if no part of its

f facilities or equipment), no
inures to the benefit of any

of the regulations provides
n its generally accepted legal




sense. The term includes, among other activities, relief of the
poor and distressed.‘advancement of religion,'advancemant of
education or Science and lesseming the burdensg of government,

‘ Section 1.501(c)(3)-1(c)(1) of thke Income: Tax Regulations
provides that ap Organization will be ragarded ag Operated
exclusively for one or more exempt Purposes only if it engages
Primarily in activities which accomplish one ¥ more of such
eéxempt purposes specified in section 501(c)(3) of the Code. Anp
Organization will not be 80 regarded is more than ap
insubstantial Part of its activities ig not in furtherance of an
exempt purpose.

individvals, the creator or his family, shareholders of tpe
organization, or persons controlled, directly or indirectly, by
such private interests,

Ravenue Ruling 70-4, 1970-1 C.B., 126 considered the exenpt
status of an Organization whose activities consisted Primarily
of the promotion and regulation of an amateur sport, The
organization alsovcirculated printed material about the sport,
conducted exhibitions to introduce the "port, nducted
occasional instructionail Clinics, establisheq iti3les, and set
standards for equipment., The ruling concluded that the

Sinée promotion of amateur sport is not, in itself, a
charitable activity, your activitieg toward thig purpose do not
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requirement i Section 1.501(0)(3)-1(6)(1)(11)'of the -
regulations, :

You have the right to Protest tais ruling if You beliave it
i8 incorrect, To Protest, you should submit 8 statement of your
views, with a full explanation of your Isasoning. fThig
statement, Signed by one of your Principla officers, must be
Submitted within 30 days from the date of this letter, You also
have the right to a Conference in this offire after your
Statement is submitted. yoyu must request the conference, if you
want one, when you file your protesgt statement, R

1f you do not Protest thig proposedvruling in a timely

manner, it wijl be considered by the Service ag a failure to
exhzust availabie administrat{ve remedies. Section 7428(b)(21~

since:ely'yours. _
(oleded) I - N
!!ief, Exempt Ogganizations '

Rulings Branch




